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DesignSpark PCB – Quick-start Guide

1. Download and Save the installation file from www.DesignSpark.com/pcb  
2. Double-click to install and follow the on-screen directions to complete installation 
3. Once installation is completed, run the software from the start menu or from the desktop shortcut 

icon 
4. The first time you run the software you will get the option to set up automatic updates  
5. When you first install the application it is un-activated.  Each time you open an un-activated copy of 

DesignSpark PCB you will get the option to activate 
6. To activate, make sure you have a live internet connection and click the Go button to take you to the 

DesignSpark PCB activation page.  You will need to login to DesignSpark.com or register if you are 
not already a member 

7. If you need to activate on a machine that does not have a live internet connection you can note the 
serial ID from the activation dialog box and use this to activate from the below link 

Activation Page 

Activation Codes

1. Activation codes are available to members of DesignSpark  
2. To receive an activation code you need; 

a)    to be a member of DesignSpark 

b)    to have DesignSpark PCB installed on your machine 

1. DesignSpark PCB generates a Serial ID for your installation.  This number is used to retrieve your 
activation code 

2. Your activation code will be emailed to you – so please ensure you provide a working email address 
to avoid problems.   

3. Simply copy the activation code, paste into the activation dialog box and you have an activated, fully 
featured installation of DesignSpark PCB 

4. Activation codes are currently restricted to two per DesignSpark member – if you need another code 
(for example if you have other machines you need to work on) then please email your request to 
DesignSparkPCB@rs-components.com 

5. If you do have a problem activating please email your details to DesignSpark PCB  Please include 
your username for DesignSpark, your Serial ID from DesignSpark PCB and an explanation of the 
problem you are encountering – provide as much information as possible 
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