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Creating the IDF

PCB Converter for SketchUp will convert a Printed Circuit Board design in the IDF format into a 

COLLADA file, which is recognised by Google SketchUp

Most PCB design packages will allow the exporting of designs in the IDF format.  This is 

usually accomplished using the “Output” or “Export” menus

The process of exporting an IDF will create two files:

.idl .idb

PCB Converter for SketchUp uses the .idb file



Using the tool

1. Open PCB Converter for SketchUp by double clicking on the programme icon

2. Using Windows Explorer, navigate to where the idl and idb files have been saved



Using the tool

3. Click and hold the idb file.  Drag the file onto the PCB Converter tool, and release.



Using the tool

4. The tool will change, and show the “Export” button.



Using the tool

5. Click the “Export” button and choose a location to save the COLLADA (.dae) file

6. Click “Save”



Viewing the COLLADA file

7. The COLLADA file is now ready to be imported into Google SketchUp.  This can be 

accomplished using the “File/Import…” command.



Further information

For further information, visit DesignSpark.com or rswww.com

http://www.designspark.com/

